
We’re the 

Legal Aid Society. 

Our job is to make sure that the American

system of justice works for you. 

If you have a civil legal need or problem 

and cannot afford an attorney, we are here to

help you.

We are your law firm.

If you meet the eligibility guidelines for our

free service and make an appointment, you

will be treated with dignity and respect.

Area Agency on Aging of Palm Beach/
Treasure Coast, Inc.

Board of County Commissioners 
of Palm Beach County

Children’s Services Council 
of Palm Beach County

Community Foundation for 
Palm Beach and Martin Counties

Community Services Dept. of Palm Beach
County – Ryan White C.A.R.E. Act Funds

Florida Bar Foundation

Foundation for Indigent Guardianship

Goody Two Shoes Foundation

Lost Tree Village Charitable Foundation

Palm Beach County Department 
of Housing and Community Development

Private Attorney and Corporate Contributions

Quantum Foundation

State of Florida Dept. of Elder Affairs

State of Florida Office of the Attorney General –
Victims of Crime Act Funds

Sun-Sentinel Children’s Fund – A Fund of the
McCormick Tribune Foundation

Town of Palm Beach United Way

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) – Fair Housing Initiatives Program

U.S. Dept. of Justice – 
Violence Against Women Act

U.S. Dept. of the Treasury – Internal Revenue
Service/Taxpayer Advocate Service

United Way of Palm Beach County, Inc.

423 Fern Street, Ste. 200
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Phone: 561-655-8944
toll-free: 800-403-9353
www.legalaidpbc.org

Legal Aid Society
of Palm Beach County, Inc.

To provide high quality civil legal

advice, representation, and educa-

tion free of charge to disadvantaged

children, families and individuals in

Palm Beach County so as to protect

their personal safety, enhance their

opportunities and living conditions,

and promote self-sufficiency.

The Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County, Inc. is a
private, non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. The programs
described in this brochure were made possible through
the generosity of the following:
Our
Mission

Administrative Staff

Robert A. Bertisch, Executive Director

Michael F. Spillane, Director of Finance/ 
Administration

Harreen Bertisch, Director of Development

Victoria Giller, Grants Development Manager

Devin Krauss, Special Events Coordinator

Justine Cupo, Fiscal and Grants Manager

Kathleen Postel, Fiscal and Grants Manager

Latonya Andrews, Fiscal Assistant

Patricia James, Senior Legal Secretary

Noelle Smith, Executive Assistant

Janie Chavez, Receptionist/Intake Specialist 

Gloria Olivo, Receptionist/Intake Specialist 

FIGHTING FOR FAIRNESS

Promoting Justice!

Board of Directors

Trustees:
David Ackerman, Esq.  
Claire Arnold  
F. Greg Barnhart, Esq.  
Bill Bone, Esq.  
Patrick J. Casey, Esq. 
Howard K. Coates, Jr., Esq.
Melinda Penney Gamot, Esq. 
David M. Gaspari, Esq.
Garry Glickman, Esq.
Carey Haughwout, Esq.  
Thomas Kingcade, Esq.  
Jane Kreusler-Walsh, Esq.  
Richard Lubin, Esq.  
Rafael J. Roca, Esq.  
Michael Salnick, Esq.

Directors:
Jeffrey Devore, President 
Miriam Acosta-Castriz, First Vice President
Matthew H. Triggs, Second Vice President  
Michelle R. Suskauer, Secretary 
Jerry Beer, Treasurer 
Mariano Garcia, Immediate Past President

Leslie Artsis Adams
Richard M. Benrubi, Esq.
Robin Bresky, Esq.
Patience Burns 
Robert H. Friedman, Esq.
Joseph G. Galardi, Esq.
Richard D. Greenfield
Rosemarie Guerini, Esq.
John M. Howe, Esq.
Phillip H. Hutchinson, Esq.
Denise Rappaport Isaacs, Esq.
Hank Jackson, Esq.
W. Hampton Keen, Esq.
Carole T. Klein, CPA
Nancy Lambrecht
Scott C. Murray, Esq.
James Grier Pressly III, Esq.
Lawrence P. Rochefort, Esq.
Robert M. W. Shalhoub, Esq.
Gra sford W. Smith, Esq.
Victoria A. Vilchez, Esq.
Gary Woodfield, Esq.
Gregory M. Yaffa, Esq.
Gregory T. Zele, Esq.

MEET Your
LAW FIRM

United Way of Palm Beach County

Legal Aid Society
Phone: 561-655-8944

TOLL FREE: 800-403-9353



Community  
Outreach

PROGRAMS
Family Law Project
Provides services in dissolution of marriage matters to 
victims of domestic violence where child custody is an issue
and services in adoption, visitation and support matters.

Ross Baer, Supervising Attorney
Angelia Patterson, Staff Attorney
Curt Sanchez, Staff Attorney
Sandra Davis, Paralegal
Jennifer Wiesen, Paralegal

Domestic Violence Project
Provides representation for victims of abuse or domestic 
violence at injunction hearings and in divorce and separation
matters where appropriate.

Kathryn Oleksy, Supervising Attorney
Vrenda Cain, Staff Attorney
Andrea Reid, Staff Attorney
Hilda Roussel, Paralegal

Health 
Advocacy

Individual Rights
Advocacy

Non-Profit Legal Assistance Project
Provides in-house legal services to non-profit agencies
serving Palm Beach County.

John Foley, In-House Counsel 
Ana Casey, Human Resources Generalist

Pro Bono Project
Enlists over 2500 private attorneys in Palm Beach
County who assist Legal Aid in providing free legal
services for low income individuals.

Kimberly Rommel-Enright, Supervising Attorney
Rhona Altomari, Pro Bono Coordinator

Low Income Taxpayer Clinic
Resolves conflicts between the IRS and taxpayers 
as well as providing assistance to English second 
language taxpayers.

Arlene Kane, Project Manager
Rick Collier, Taxpayer Advocate

When no one else can help, where do you turn?

Family Advocacy

Ryan White Legal Project
Provides free legal services to indigent individuals
infected with HIV/AIDS. The areas emphasized
are employment, health insurance, Social Security
disability, Medicare/Medicaid and advanced
directives.

John Foley, Supervising Attorney
Stephanie Carden, Staff Attorney
Vicki Tucci, Staff Attorney
Sandra Vines, Paralegal

Medical Legal Partnership Project 
Provides legal services to address the unmet 
needs of low income and/or uninsured patients 
of Federally Qualified Health Clinics in Palm
Beach County that contribute to their health 
and well-being.

John Foley, Supervising Attorney
Emma Keller, Senior Attorney
Amy Alberghini, Paralegal

Elder Law Project
Provides legal assistance to individuals
over 60 years of age with an emphasis on
abuse and exploitation matters. 

Tequisha Myles, Supervising Attorney
Bonnie Cohen, Paralegal
Georgene Eisenberg, Paralegal
Frances McNair, Paralegal

Public Guardianship
Provides guardianship services to 
indigent, adjudicated incapacitated elderly
without family or friends to assist them.

Rena Taylor, Supervising Attorney
Libby Spillane, Paralegal
Rabin Armogan, Social Worker
Kathy Morakis, Social Worker
Stephanie Guynes, Financial Manager

Elder Advocacy
Foster Children’s Project
Provides representation to children in the
foster care system, seeking to reunite them,
when appropriate, with their parents or
prepare them for adoption placement,
ensuring a safe and stable family 
environment in a timely manner.

James Walsh, Supervising Attorney
John Walsh, Supervising Attorney
Jorge Anton, Staff Attorney
Amy Genet, Staff Attorney
Susan Hendricks, Staff Attorney
Kirsten Herndon, Staff Attorney
Jill Mahler, Staff Attorney
Elaine Martens, Staff Attorney
Kelly Moore-Bertisch, Staff Attorney
Tim Stevens, Staff Attorney
Maisa Wells, Staff Attorney
Kelly Easton, Permanency Planner
Nicole Schoepf, Permanency Planner
Tasha Evans, Permanency Planner
Mickale Linton, Paralegal
Anna Veguez, Paralegal
Karen Verner, Paralegal
Rachel Ware, Paralegal
Linda Norris, Case Manager
Paul Disse, IT Manager/Database 

Analyst
John Haas, Facilities Manager

Juvenile Advocacy Project
Represents children up to age 18 in
Juvenile Court, Family Court, Probate
Court and also before the School Board of
Palm Beach County and the Department
of Children and Families (DCF), to help
access appropriate treatment and/or 
placement for youngsters with emotional,
developmental or physical disabilities.

Michelle Hankey, Supervising Attorney
Bill Booth, Staff Attorney
Melissa Duncan, Staff Attorney
Jo Kaur, Staff Attorney
Shahar Pasch, Staff Attorney
Paula Carvajal, Paralegal
Paula Waller, Paralegal

Legal Advocacy for Minor
Mothers Project
Provides representation to teen mothers
and pregnant teens to ensure that 
they have access to appropriate living 
conditions, continued education 
and benefits.

Michelle Hankey, Supervising Attorney
Ashley Ortagus, Staff Attorney

Relative Caregivers Project
Provides legal assistance to relative 
caregivers (grandparents, aunts, uncles,
etc.) raising minor children. The project
provides advocacy in custody, 
guardianship and adoption matters 
as well as with education, housing and
benefits issues.

Judith Migdal-Mack, 
Supervising Attorney

Angela Brafford, Paralegal

Educational Advocacy Project 
Provides legal advice and representation
for children with disabilities to ensure that
they have access to appropriate public 
education and to extricate them from the
juvenile justice system.

Barbara Briggs, Supervising Attorney
Jannette Hernandez, Paralegal

Children’s
Advocacy

Immigrant Advocacy Project 
Provides legal services to immigrants applying for lawful permanent
residence, with a focus on noncitizen victims of domestic violence
and dependent immigrant children, and community education in
the area of immigration and nationality law.

M. Shane O’Meara, Supervising Attorney
Ramona Hupp, Staff Attorney
Cynthia Blanco, Paralegal
Mariela Martinez, Paralegal
Christelle Jean-Felix, Paralegal/Project Assistant

Guardian Advocacy Project
Provides services for disabled youth aging out of foster care and
individuals under 60 who have a developmental disability and are
without family or friends to care for them.

Rena Taylor, Supervising Attorney
Blanca Deason, Social Worker

Fair Housing Project/Mortgage Foreclosure 
Defense Project
The Fair Housing Project provides community outreach, education,
advocacy and enforcement activities regarding fair housing law so
that no one in Palm Beach County is denied housing based on race,
color, national origin, gender, disability, marital status, familial 
status, age and/or sexual orientation.

The Mortgage Foreclosure Defense Project provides services to 
victims of predatory lending schemes, truth in lending violations,
foreclosure rescue, and unfair and deceptive trade practices.

Tequisha Myles, Supervising Attorney
Latrice Dean, Staff Attorney
Ferris Solomon, Staff Attorney
Shane Weaver, Staff Attorney
Carlton Smith, Education and Outreach Coordinator
Rick Collier, Fair Housing Advocate
Frances McNair, Paralegal
Laika Sanchez, Paralegal


